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Explanations and answers to select questions

Option (D) is the correct answer. The correct spelling is : ‘Publicly’.

Option (A) is the correct answer. Its singular and plural are spelt the same as ‘Bellows’.

Option (C) is the correct answer. Its homophone is: ‘Sine’. Option (D) : ‘Seal’, is a homonym.

Option (B) is the correct answer. The two verbs are : shut and cite.

Option (B) is the correct answer. The five syllables are : ‘op-por-tu-ni-ty’.

Option (C) is the correct answer. The three other words are : mitre, remit and timer.

Option (C) is the correct answer. Here, as the persons reciprocating action (work) are more than two in number
‘all’, (the number not mentioned), we need to use ‘one another’.

Option (B) is the correct answer. When ‘Neither’...‘nor’ is used, the subject closer to the verb determines
the number of the verb. Here ‘uncle and aunt’ a plural, decides that, so ‘are’.

Option (D) is the correct answer. It is parallelism which needs to be maintained. So in order to match ‘being
successful’ we use ‘having money’.

Option (B) is the correct answer. The pronunciations of first syllables of ‘FBI’, and ‘inquiry’ are as in ‘effort’
and ‘ink’ respectively, both vowel sounds, so ‘an’, and the pronunciation of the first syllable of ‘FIFA’, is as
in ‘figure’, a consonant sound, so ‘a’.

Option (C) is the correct answer. It is a second conditional (If + past simple (had), would + infinitive (buy)],
with positions of the clauses interchanged.

Option (A) is the correct answer. ‘Slovenly’ describes a ‘slob’ and ‘lithe’, describes a ‘dancer’.

Option (D) is the correct answer. In the reported speech without quotes, only “a whale can’t breathe under
water” shall remain unchanged in tense, that being a universal truth.

Option (B) is the correct answer. Only that is not a verb in addition to being a noun like the others.
Option (C) is the correct answer. A present perfect continuous cannot be changed to passive voice.

(Please note that this key is within the purview of Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, published in 2014.)
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